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FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2016 
8:00 A.M. 

CITY HALL   
COUNCIL CHAMBER 

2200 HUNTINGTON DRIVE, SAN MARINO, CA 
 
 
The City of San Marino appreciates your attendance.  Citizens’ interest provides the 
Council with valuable information regarding issues of the community. 
 
Regular Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 6:00 p.m.  Adjourned 
Regular Meetings are held on the last Friday of every month at 8:00 a.m. 
 
In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, any person with a disability who 
requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting should 
contact the City Clerk’s Office at (626) 300-0705 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ROLL CALL: Councilman Huang, Councilman Talt, Councilman Ward, Vice 

Mayor Sun, and Mayor Yung 
 
POSTING OF AGENDA  
 
The agenda is posted 72 hours prior to each meeting at the following locations:  City 
Hall, 2200 Huntington Drive, the Crowell Public Library, 1890 Huntington Drive and the 
Recreation Department, 1560 Pasqualito Drive.  The agenda is also posted on the City’s 
Website:  http://www.cityofsanmarino.org 
 
 
 

http://www.cityofsanmarino.org/
http://www.cityofsanmarino.org/
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PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Section 54954.3 of the Brown Act provides an opportunity for members of the public to 
address the City Council on any item of interest to the public, before or during the 
Council’s consideration of the item, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
City Council.   
 
MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READINGS  
 
This action permits the City Council to act on ordinances and resolutions without having 
to read the entire text of the ordinance or resolution.  The title of an ordinance on First 
Reading must be read in its entirety.  An ordinance on Second Reading does not require 
having the title read.  However, the City Council may request that an ordinance or 
resolution be read in its entirety before taking any action. 
 

 
APPOINTMENTS  

 
 
1. APPOINTMENT TO THE GREATER LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Recommendation:  “A motion to appoint Mr. Scott Kwong to serve on the Board 
of Trustees for the Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control District to fill the 
unexpired term ending January 1, 2018.” 

 
 

STUDY SESSION 
 

 
2. MID YEAR BUDGET REVIEW AND FIVE YEAR PROJECTION 
 

Recommendation:  “A motion to receive and file the Mid-Year Review and Five 
Year Financial Projection.” 

 
3. DISCUSSION REGARDING ASSEMBLY BILL 1164, DROUGHT 

TOLERANT LANDSCAPING, SYNTHETIC GRASS AND ARTIFICIAL 
TURF 

 
Recommendation: Staff recommends that City Council discuss the idea of 
artificial or synthetic turf and then direct staff to return with a draft code 
amendment to the Planning Commission.   
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4. DISCUSSION REGARDING NOTICE PROVISIONS AND 

STREETSCAPE 
 

Recommendation:  “A motion to direct staff to return with a Code Amendment 
and Ordinance.” 
 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
 
Members of the public may at this time speak on any items on the Consent 
Calendar.  After which, the Mayor will request members of the City Council to indicate if 
there are any items on the Consent Calendar that should be discussed individually.  These 
items will be pulled from the Consent Calendar and acted on separately. 

 
5. DECEMBER 2015 TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 Recommendation:  “A motion to accept and file the Treasurer’s Report for the 

period ending December 31, 2015.” 
 
6. APPROPRIATION OF DONATED FUNDS 
 

Recommendation:  “A motion to appropriate the San Marino Woman’s Club’s 
$5,000.00 donation to the Library 281-91-4370-0000 account for the purchase of 
a large paper trimmer, $1,178.05 to the Non-Capitalized Equipment line in the 
Parks Division (281-50-4399-0000) for the purchase of a bench and a plaque, and 
$114,790 to 281-50-4600-6053 for Patrick’s Tree.” 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
7. COUNCIL DIRECTION ON MANDATED RESPONSE TO  

LOS ANGELES GRAND JURY INTERIM REPORT ON  
“INADEQUATE EL NIÑO PLANNING FOR COUNTY  
HOMELESS POPULATION” 

 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends the City Council provide the City Manager 
with direction on what they would like included in the response to the Grand 
Jury’s Interim Report on inadequate El Nino planning for the County’s homeless 
population. 
 

 
CONTINUED BUSINESS 
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8. ORDINANCE O-15-1301 ADDING THE 4TH LEVEL SURVIVOR 

BENEFIT TO THE MISCELLANEOUS EMPLOYEES CONTRACT 
(SECOND READING) 
 
Recommendation:  “A motion to adopt Ordinance No. O-15-1301.” 

 
9. MAKING SAN MARINO BETTER LIST 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
The public may at this time speak regarding any city-related issue, provided that no 
action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Any person desiring to 
speak should complete a Speaker’s Form located at the entrance and hand it to the City 
Clerk.  The Mayor reserves the right to place limits on duration of comments.  
 
CLOSED SESSION  
 
10. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNCIL – ANTICIPATED 

LITIGATION  
 

Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of Subdivision (d) of 
Section 54956.9-(1 case) 

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION 
 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The San Marino City Council will adjourn to the next regular meeting to be held on 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2016, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Hall Council 
Chamber, 2200 Huntington Drive, San Marino, California. 
 
      VERONICA RUIZ, CMC 

CITY CLERK 
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TO:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JOHN T. SCHAEFER, CITY MANAGER  
 
BY: VERONICA RUIZ, CITY CLERK  
 
DATE:  JANUARY 29, 2016  
 
SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF  
 THE GREATER LOS ANGELES COUNTY VECTOR  
 CONTROL DISTRICT   
 
 
BACKGROUND   
 
Mr. Clifton Jenkins has been the City representative to the Board of Trustees of the Greater Los Angeles 
County Vector Control District since October 25, 2013.  Although Mr. Jenkins’ term expires on January 1, 
2018, his resignation has left an unscheduled vacancy for which the City Council will need to fill.  Notice of 
the vacancy was posted at City Hall and on the City’s website.  The City received one application in 
response to the notice, and that applicant has been reviewed by the Mayor.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
No fiscal impact. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Council consider the appointment of a representative to the Greater Los Angeles 
County Vector Control District Board of Trustees to fill the unexpired term ending on January 1, 2018. If 
Council concurs, the appropriate action would be:   
 

“A motion to appoint Mr. Scott Kwong to serve on the Board of Trustees for the Greater Los 
Angeles Vector Control District to fill the unexpired term ending January 1, 2018.” 
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TO:   MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JOHN T. SCHAEFER, CITY MANAGER 
 
BY: LISA BAILEY, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
 
DATE: JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: MID-YEAR REVIEW & FIVE YEAR FINANCIAL PROJECTION 
 
 
BACKGROUND   

 
The Finance Director prepares a mid-year review and five year financial projection annually in January.  
Each department provides revenue and expenditure estimates for the current fiscal year.  This also serves 
as a starting point for next year’s budget. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
None 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council receive and file this report. If Council concurs, the appropriate 
action would be: 

 
“A motion to receive and file the Mid-Year Review and Five Year Financial Projection.” 
 

Attachments:   Graph - Five Year Projection of Unrestricted Funds 
  Table - Five Year Projection of Unrestricted Funds 
  2015-16 Fund Balance Summary 
  2015-16 Revenues 
  2015-16 Expenditure Summaries by Department 
  Capital Projects by Project 
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City of San Marino 
AGENDA REPORT 

 

 

TO:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  
 
FROM: JOHN SCHAEFER, CITY MANAGER  
 
BY:  ALDO CERVANTES 
  PLANNING AND BUILDING DIRECTOR 

 
DATE:  JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  DISCUSSION REGARDING ASSEMBLY BILL 1164, DROUGHT 

TOLERANT LANDSCAPING, SYNTHETIC GRASS AND ARTIFICIAL 
TURF 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Assembly Bill 1164, Water Conservation, was signed into law as urgency legislation and became 
effective on October 9, 2015.  The purpose of the new law is to prohibit cities from enacting or 
enforcing an ordinance or regulation that prohibits the installation of drought tolerant 
landscaping, synthetic grass, or artificial turf on “residential properties.”   
 
AB 1164 allows cities to impose reasonable restrictions on the types of drought tolerant 
landscaping, synthetic grass, or artificial turf that are permitted; provided that the restrictions do 
not substantially increase costs or effectively prohibit the installation of such landscaping, 
synthetic grass, or artificial turf or significantly impede the installation by requiring a complete 
cover of living plant material.   
 
It is unclear from the legislation whether or not the City can prohibit the installation of artificial 
turf in the parkway between the curb and the sidewalk.  It appears, though, that such a 
prohibition would not be contrary to AB 1164.  This is because that statute by prohibiting the 
City from requiring the entire parcel to be “covered with living plant material” impliedly permits 
the City to prohibit the installation of synthetic turf in some portions of the parcel 
 
The City of San Marino does not prohibit the installation of drought tolerant landscaping, but it 
does prohibit the use of synthetic grass and artificial turf in the front yard area and parkways.   
  

 
 
 

Dr. Allan Yung, Mayor 

Richard Sun, MD, Vice Mayor 

Steve Talt, Council Member 

Steven Huang, DDS, Council 
Member 

Richard Ward, Council Member 
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23.02.04: REQUIRED LANDSCAPING IN FRONT YARDS AND PARKWAYS: 
 
C. Ground Coverings: All areas within the front yard and the parkway area not covered 
with an impervious surface as provided for herein shall be covered with a properly 
maintained vegetative growth or plant material. 

 
This section prohibits the use of synthetic grass and artificial turf by requiring vegetative growth 
or plant material in the front yard and parkway.  Impervious coverage is limited to driveways, 
circular driveways and walkways that are made of non-porous materials.  Staff has interpreted 
vegetative growth as some form of plant species i.e. shrubs and trees.  Plant material has been 
interpreted to include any material derived from a plant species i.e. tree bark, mulch or tree 
leaves.   
 
Requests by residents to install artificial turf or synthetic grass have been virtually nonexistent in 
the last ten years.  Even with the recent efforts to reduce water use with drought tolerant 
landscaping, a combination of plant material and vegetative growth has been the popular choice 
for re-landscaping front yard areas.  Requests submitted in the past for artificial turf in the front 
yard or parkway had been handled using the Planning Commission and the Conditional Use 
Permit process.  In the past 12 years, staff has only been witness to one application for such an 
improvement.  This application was denied by the Planning Commission.   
 
Synthetic grass and artificial turf is currently allowed in the side yard and the rear yard because 
the City does not limit ground cover or impervious coverage in these areas.   
 
Possible Options: 
 
To comply with the new legislation, staff’s initial reaction was to create a process similar to our 
process of pre-approved materials such as we do for window and roofing materials.  A pre-
approved artificial turf material list could be adopted by the Council via resolution.  Although 
this is a good option, staff does not feel confident that it would work for this specific area.  One 
could argue that the material on such a list would cause a substantial increase in the cost for the 
project versus a product already chosen by the applicant.   
 
The best option would be to adopt design guidelines for the installation of the synthetic grass and 
artificial turf products.  Attached to this report are design guidelines that staff would recommend.   
 
The Code would also need to be amended to allow for products other than vegetative growth and 
plant material.  Such a Code amendment could look like the following: 
 
C. Ground Coverings: All areas within the front yard and the parkway area not covered with an 
impervious surface as provided for herein shall be covered with a properly maintained 
vegetative growth, a plant material or turf.  Turf of an artificial or synthetic type is prohibited in 
the parkway areas. 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There will be no fiscal impact. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that City Council discuss the idea of artificial or synthetic turf and then direct 
staff to return with a draft code amendment to the Planning Commission.   
 
Attachments:  Assembly Bill No. 1164 
   Design Guidelines for Synthetic and Artificial Turf 
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TO:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JOHN SCHAEFER, CITY MANAGER  
 
BY: ALDO CERVANTES 
 PLANNING AND BUILDING DIRECTOR 
 
DATE: JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION REGARDING NOTICE PROVISIONS AND STREETSCAPE  

 
BACKGROUND   

On January 13, 2016 the City Council directed staff to review the codes in relation to the notification 
process for continued items and the submittal requirements for a design review project.  Section 23.15.05, 
requires a ten (10) day notice for projects increasing square-footage and a three (3) day notice for all other 
projects.  New notice is not required for projects that are continued to future meetings. A majority of the 
persons interested in a particular project attend the meetings and voice their opinions about the project.  
These persons receive knowledge about a continuance by virtue of attending the original meeting.  However 
some persons interested in the project cannot attend the meeting and are, thus, unaware of the continuance.   

The City Council requested staff to draft an ordinance to close this gap.  The proposed amendment is 
underlined below.    
 
23.15.05: NOTICE:  
A. Written notice of the date and time the DRC shall consider an application shall be given to the owners 
and occupants of all properties within the neighborhood. 

B. Ten (10) days' written notice is required for any application which adds square footage to a residential or 
commercial structure. 

C. Ten (10) days' written notice is required for a new or replacement residential or commercial structure. 

D. Three (3) days' written notice is required for all other applications subject to design review. 

E.  Notice of any continued hearing shall be provided in the same manner notice was provided for the 
original hearing.  

F. The applicant shall be responsible for providing stamped envelopes with the name and addresses of 
owners of record and current residents within the neighborhood for all meetings. The failure on the part of 
any person to receive or to give due and careful consideration to any such published or mailed notice shall 
not affect the validity of the proceedings; provided, that such publication and mailing have been done in 
good faith. (Ord. 096-1093).  
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City Code Section 23.15.12 includes a list of items required to be submitted as part of the Design Review 
application.  This list includes a site plan, elevations, roof plans, landscape plans and floor plans.  Staff uses 
its discretion to require additional items not listed in the Code.  Section A7 requires the submittal of a street 
elevation of the adjacent homes.  The City Council has requested staff to prepare an ordinance extending the 
required elevation to the residence at the rear.    Staff has drafted the following language to respond to this 
request. 
 
23.15.12: DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED FOR REVIEW:  
 
Documentation required for design review submittal: 
A. All requests which increase the square footage of a building shall submit a complete set of plans with 
basic size information and a narrative description of work proposed and also including, but not limited to, 
the following list. After initial review by City staff, eight (8) sets of plans are required in order to continue 
the design review process. 

…… 

7. Requests for a new residence or adding a second story to an existing one story residence shall include a 
detailed landscape plan, color and material samples, a street elevation of the residences immediately next to 
and behind the subject residence and the location of the datum plane with appropriate topographical 
elevations. 

The City Council also expressed concerns about the fact that some applicants may not be attempting to reach 
the neighbors as required under the Code.  One option is to require the applicant to obtain the signature of 
residents in the legal neighborhood that they had reviewed the plans.  However, this might result in some 
neighbors refusing to sign in order to stymie the applicant.  Another option is the require applicants to sign a 
statement under penalty of perjury that they had attempted to obtain the signatures.  However, that will still 
not necessarily insure that the applicant had actually taken the necessary steps.  Staff is requesting additional 
guidance from the City Council on how to address this issue. 

FISCAL IMPACT  
At this point, this item presents no fiscal impact.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the City Council discuss these items and direct staff to return with a Code Amendment 
and Ordinance.   
 

“A motion to direct staff to return with a Code Amendment and Ordinance.”   
 

Attachments:     
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TO:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: MARINA WANG, CITY TREASURER  
 
BY: LISA BAILEY, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
 
DATE: JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, 2015 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND   
 
The California Government Code requires that the Treasurer render a report to the City Council 
within 30 days of the end of each quarter which lists the City’s investments and moneys held by the 
City.  The report must state compliance with the City’s Investment Policy or the manner in which it 
is not in compliance.  It must also state the ability of the City to meet its expenditure requirements 
for the next six months, or provide an explanation of why sufficient funds will or may not be 
available. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
 Staff recommends the Council accept and file the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending  
December 31, 2015.    If Council concurs, the appropriate action would be:   
 

“A motion to accept and file the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending  
December 31, 2015.” 
 

Attachments:  December, 2015 Treasurer’s Report and PMIA Market Valuation 
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TO:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JOHN T. SCHAEFER, CITY MANAGER  
 
BY: IRENE McDERMOTT, CITY LIBRARIAN 
 LUCY GARCIA, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER  
 
DATE:  JANUARY 29, 2016  
 
SUBJECT: APPROPRIATION OF DONATED FUNDS   
 
 
 
BACKGROUND   
 
In 2014, the San Marino Woman’s Club donated $10,000.00 to the Library for the purchase of a large 
format poster printer and a laminator. This year, the Woman’s Club donated to the Library again, giving 
$5,000.00 for the purchase of a computer stand and a large format paper trimmer. This gift will also be used 
to purchase an iPad for the reference desk.   The Woman’s Club also donated $1,178.05 to the City toward 
the purchase of a bench and a plaque for Lacy Park.  
 
The City has also received a donations for Patrick’s Tree totaling $114,790. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
 Staff recommends that the Council authorize the City Manager to appropriate the San Marino Woman’s 
Club’s $5,000.00 donation to the Library’s 281-91-4370-0000 account; the $1,178.05 donation to the Non-
Capitalized Equipment line in the Parks Division (281-50-4399-0000) for the purchase of a bench and a 
plaque, and $114,790 for Patrick’s Tree to 281-50-4600-6053..  If Council concurs, the appropriate action 
would be:   
 

“A motion to appropriate the San Marino Woman’s Club’s $5,000.00 donation to the Library 
281-91-4370-0000 account for the purchase of a large paper trimmer, $1,178.05 to the Non-
Capitalized Equipment line in the Parks Division (281-50-4399-0000) for the purchase of a 
bench and a plaque, and $114,790 to 281-50-4600-6053 for Patrick’s Tree.”   
 

Attachments:   none   
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TO:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JOHN T. SCHAEFER, CITY MANAGER  
 
BY: JOHN T. SCHAEFER, CITY MANAGER 
 
DATE: JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: COUNCIL DIRECTION ON MANDATED RESPONSE TO  

LOS ANGELES GRAND JURY INTERIM REPORT ON  
“INADEQUATE EL NIÑO PLANNING FOR COUNTY  
HOMELESS POPULATION” 

 
 
BACKGROUND   
 
On December 23, 2015 the City received the attached Interim Report from the Los Angeles County Grand 
Jury regarding planning for Los Angeles County’s homeless population during El Nino.  The Report 
includes seven recommendations: 
 
IR1.1. The County of Los Angeles and each of its 88 cities should immediately locate buildings that could be 
used to shelter the approximately 29,000 homeless people who will not be accommodated by the plans 
known to the CGJ from the expected torrential rains. 
  
IR1.2. The County of Los Angeles and each of its 88 cities should determine what additional supplies and 
equipment need to be relocated to the buildings identified above to provide for the basic human needs of the 
people housed in those buildings during the El Niño event. These buildings should be identified and located 
according to need across the County. Shelters additionally should provide space for personal items and be 
staffed and controlled by Department of Health employees and patrolled by police.  
 
IR1.3. The County and its 88 cities should immediately take steps to reasonably modify ordinances and 
regulations that would impede the sheltering of people in public structures and facilities during the El Niño 
event, by relaxing restrictions in health, fire, and other safety standards applicable to non-catastrophic 
times.  
 
IR1.4. The County and its 88 cities should immediately take steps to waive ordinances and regulations that 
for whatever reason similarly block private entities from providing temporary shelter to people without 
homes.  
 
IR1.5. The County of Los Angeles and each of its 88 cities at a minimum should purchase and provide tents, 
tarps, and ponchos to people who cannot be accommodated in shelters because they have pets or for whom 
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there is no room in existing emergency shelters. Every step should be taken to assure that unsheltered 
people remain dry and avoid hypothermia.  
 
IR1.6. The County and its 88 cities should make plans or they should partner with non-governmental entities 
to distribute these supplies.  
 
IR1.7. Public Service Announcements should be made throughout Los Angeles County about the location of 
public-building shelters available to unsheltered people, including public transportation when needed. 
 
California Penal Code Sections 933(c) and 933.05 require a written response to all recommendations 
contained in this report. Such recommendations shall be made no later than ninety (90) days after the Civil 
Grand Jury publishes its report.  
 
The Council has been provided a copy of the Interim Report and a full copy of the report can be found at: 
http://www.grandjury.co.la.ca.us/pdf/2015-16%20INTERIM%20REPORT%201.pdf .  The Mayor 
subsequently asked that this matter be placed on the Council Agenda as a Study Session Item so that 
Council can provide direction on the required response.  The City Manager has prepared a possible/draft 
response and that is attached to this report.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
None at this time 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the City Council provide the City Manager with direction on what they would like 
included in the response to the Grand Jury’s Interim Report on inadequate El Nino planning for the County’s 
homeless population.   
 
 
 
Attachments:  Draft response  

http://www.grandjury.co.la.ca.us/pdf/2015-16%20INTERIM%20REPORT%201.pdf
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TO:   MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: JOHN T. SCHAEFER, CITY MANAGER 
 
BY: LISA BAILEY, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
 
DATE: JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: ORDINANCE O-15-1301 - AUTHORIZING AN 

AMENDMENT TO PERS CONTRACT (SECOND READING) 
 
 
BACKGROUND   

 
This was approved on consent at the January 13 Council meeting; however PERS requires it not be on the 
consent agenda, so staff is seeking Council approval of this matter as continued business at today’s 
meeting.   
 
The City negotiated a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the General Employees for the period 
beginning July 1, 2014.  That MOU included the provision of the Fourth Level of 1959 Survivor Benefits 
for which the employees shall contribute $2 per month, and the City shall contribute $4 per month per 
employee.  Any increases in premium above $4 shall be borne by the employees.   
 
At its October 14, 2015 meeting, the Council adopted a Resolution of Intention to Approve an 
Amendment to the Contract Between the Board of Administration California Public Employee’s 
Retirement System and the City Council of the City of San Marino.  CalPERS now requires that the 
Council adopt the attached Ordinance No. O-15-1301 to amend the contract.   At its November 11, 2015 
meeting the City Council introduced on first reading attached Ordinance No. O-15-1301 to amend the 
contract. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
Because the City is in a pooled plan and the plan is overfunded for this benefit, it is anticipated that there 
will be no fiscal impact for the first five years after the amendment.  Thereafter the City will pay $4 per 
month per employee or $1,392 per year.  Any increases in cost above this amount will be borne by the 
employees. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the adoption of Ordinance No. O-15-1301 on second reading. If Council concurs, the 
appropriate action would be: 

 
“A motion to adopt Ordinance No. O-15-1301.” 
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Attachments:   Ordinance No. O-15-1301 

Exhibit A - Amendment to the Contract Between the Board of Administration California 
Public Employee’s Retirement System and the City Council of the City of San Marino 



ORDINANCE NO. O-15-1301 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN MARINO AUTHORIZING AN 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SAN MARINO 

AND THE BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC 
EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN MARINO DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.   That an amendment to the contract between the City Council of the City of 
San Marino and the Board of Administration, California Public Employees’ Retirement 
System is hereby authorized, a copy of said amendment being attached hereto, marked 
Exhibit “A”, and by such reference made a part hereof as though herein set out in full. 

Section 2.   The Mayor of the City of San Marino is hereby authorized, empowered, and 
directed to execute said amendment for and on behalf of said Agency. 
 
Section 3.  This ordinance shall take effect one (1) day after its adoption, and prior to the 
expiration of 15 days from the passage thereof shall be published in the San Marino 
Tribune, a newspaper of general circulation, published and circulated in the City of San 
Marino and thenceforth and thereafter the same shall be in full force and effect. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 29th DAY OF JANUARY, 2016. 
 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      ALLAN YUNG, M.D. 

MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
VERONICA RUIZ, CMC 
CITY CLERK  
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
STEVEN L. DORSEY, CITY ATTORNEY 



Ordinance No. O-15-1301 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 -2- 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA                 ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES          ) ss. 
CITY OF SAN MARINO                   ) 
 
 I HERBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance No. O-15-1301, was 
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the City Council held on the 12th day of November, 
2015, and was approved and adopted at an Adjourned Regular Meeting of the City 
Council held on the 29th day of January, 2016, by the following vote: 
 
AYES: COUNCIL MEMBERS:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:  
  
 

___________________________ 
VERONICA RUIZ, CMC 
CITY CLERK 

 
 















Project/Program Title: Date 
Requested:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Center Median Water Conservation 4/24/2015 City Manager

As Council directed, application was made to MWD for 
258,000 square feet of turf removal at $2 per square 
foot.  Application is pending approval based on the 
City's final proposal.  Staff has been working on how to 
make this manageable, which includes an option to 
reduce the scope of work to 20,000 square feet of turf 
removal.  This option which will still cost the City over 
$100,000 of General Fund money as opposed to the 
258,000 square foot option which would cost the city 
roughly $1.3 million.  City received approval of 
$36,688 to do turf removal on the two most northern 
islands on Sierra Madre.  On 9/25/15 Council approved 
expenditure for design, will be back for approval on 
11/12 for next decision. At the 12/9/2015 Council 
Meeting, CC elected not to proceed further on this 

Project/Program Title:

Making San Marino Better List: "Immediate/Emergency" Items

Making San Marino Better List: "Departments Not Meeting Expectations"

Status:



Planning and Building

Administration/Finance

City Council

Council approved changes to allow Staff approval of certain DRC matters.  Remodeled City Hall has 
made all Planning and Building functions to a more accessible area.  Certain Finance Staff have been 
cross trained to assist with certain Building processes.  Amanda Merlo is currently on maternity leave 
and Dave Saldan has announced his retirement in December, 2014.  Amanda Merlo has returned.  A 
part time intern has been added to the Department.  Interim Planning and Building Director Aldo 
Cervantes has laid out a plan improve customer service.  A new full time Planner, Ms. Eva Choi will start 
with the City on March 2nd.  Data conversions are underway to improve the software in the Planning 
Department to improve customer service.  A new Planning Intern will commence with the Department 
the week of 3/23-- the current Planning Intern will rotate to Administration Department.  A new 
Planning Commissioner is expected to be appointed soon.   As part of an effort to monitor the quality of 
customer service a Customer Satisfaction Survey has been developed and placed on the counter in 
Planning.  The City continues to make modifications to improve the DRC/Planning Process and this 
includes the appointment of a DRC Mentor and Training for new DRC members.

Finance Director working on an easily understood San Marino Budget which will be incorporated into 
the 2014/2015 budget process.  2014/2015 Budget has been completed and based on Council and 
Resident direction a significant amount of money has been budgeted for infrastructure .  Staff will be 
working with the Mayor on a vehicle to present additional information about the final budget to the 
community.  The City's January Newsletter was devoted exclusively to City Finances.  The City's mid year 
report in January indicates budget expectations are on track/ as planned for the 2014-15 FY.  
Preliminary planning for FY 2015-16 now underway.  As part of an effort to improve the City's budget 
process and budget document, Staff is preparing to change the format of next year's budget to follow 
the Government Financial Officers Association Distinguished Budget Presentation Award Program 
format.  At 9/25/15 CC Meeting direction was also provided for next year's budget process. At the 
meeting of 12/9/15 the Council appointed an Ad Hoc Committee for a Management Audit of 
Administration and Parks and Public Works.  That process is currently under way.  On 1/20/16 the City 
hosted the first in a series of meetings to get input and provide better transparency on the City's 

 
Mayor Kneier initiated monthly, "Meetings with the Mayor."  The next such meeting with Mayor Sun 
has not yet been scheduled.  Mayor Eugene Sun hosted his first Town Hall Meeting on March 26th.  A 
second Town Hall has been scheduled for May 28th and the agenda will include, budget, cell towers 
and water conservation.  The Mayor held Community Meetinga on June 25th and July 30th.  Mayor Sun 
hosted a meeting on 9/24/15.  No other such meetings are scheduled at this time.  



Project/Program Title: FY To Be 
Included In:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Develop a plan for Stoneman

Nov 12, 2014, at the City Council meeting Rick Crane of Crane 
Architectural Group gave an overview of the results from the 
community survey and meeting workshops and stated that the 
majority of the participants would like the City to preserve 
Stoneman instead of initiating a new construction.  Ten people 
spoke at the meeting in opposition of the rebuild of Stoneman but 
wanted to preserve the building.  The motion carried unanimously 
to not consider the option of tearing down part, or tearing down 
all of the building.  They direct the staff to do all it can in terms of 
maintenance and improvements on the building without 
triggering ADA compliance.  And continue to study the issue and 
gather additional community input.
Sep 9, 2015, The City Council receive a petition signed by 120 
residents stating: “We, the residents of San Marino, do NOT want 
the city to tear down part, or all of Stoneman School and rebuild it 
by taxing the residents up to $10 million to do this.  We want the 
city to renovate the existing building by using the current tax 
revenue that the city receives from property taxes.”
 Using the recently completed Histroical Assessment the architect 
is reviewing the assessibility and ADA requirements to develop a 
proposal to estimate the cost of a reduced scope of work for 
these improvements.  Rick Crane is currently working on this 
assessment. Interim Community Services Director Cindy Collins 
has been brought on to assit in advancing this project.

Making San Marino Better List: "Long Term Goals" 



Project/Program Title: FY To Be 
Included In:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Making San Marino Better List: "Long Term Goals" 

Develop a plan for San Marino Center

Discussed at the September 11, 2013 Council Meeting, 
agendized for the October Recreation Commission 
Meeting.  Nothing difinitive yet.  The Mayor has asked 
that these discussions be included as part of the 
discussion of Stoneman.  Above mentioned 
discussions will also provide community input for what 
might be done with the San Marino Center site.  On 
4/14/15 SMUSBoard directed the Superintendant to 
Negotiate with City of San Marino for Acquisition of 
San Marino Center.   At the Council Meeting of May 
13th Councilmember Kneier asked to have $100,000 
added to next year's budget for the San Marino 
Center. On May 21st the Superintendant advised the 
City that SMUSD would not be pursuing this purchase.  
At the May 29th Council Meeting staff was directed to 
follow up on a proposal by Ms. Laurie Barlow to ask 
Vroman's Bookstore if they would consider opening a 
store in the San Marino Center.  On 6/1/15, Vroman's 
was contacted and Staff was told that it would be 
three weeks before the person who would make such 
a decision would return.  Still pending.

Develop a Commercial District Master Plan No action to date



Project/Program Title: FY To Be 
Included In:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Making San Marino Better List: "Long Term Goals" 

Huntington Drive/City Center Plan

Grant funds have been approved for this project.  An 
additional grant is being pursued to pay design costs.  
Council and staff will review the prior plan for 
Huntington Drive developed by The Arroyo Group in 
1998 before proceeding with this item.  Parklet at 
Huntington and San Marino fits with this effort to 
develop a sense of place at the City Center.  First bid 
for Parklet rejected.  Being sent out for second round 
of bids.  When those are in we will return to Council 
for assessment how or if to proceed.  See item below 
titled Huntington and Sierra Madre Parklet.  A request 
has been filed with METRO to allow us to spend the 
City's match portion of the grant funds for design work 
in advance of the grant funding. Contract PW Director 
Chris Vogt is drafting an RFP for design of this project 
and working to see if we can use SGVAG Grant Money 
to pay for the design work. 

Street Light Upgrades

Currently out to bid for costs to complete upgrade of 
City street lights.  Bids will be opened in March, award 
of bid will go to Council in April.  At April Council 
Meeting, Council approved $3 Million to complete the 
remaining, 647 high voltage street lights to low 
voltage.  Contractor continues work on Circut 13 and 
has begun working around California Blvd. (between 
Allen and San Marino). Circuit 13- 100% converted.
Circuit 6,7,8 – 100% converted.
Circuit 3 – 100% complete.
Circuit 2 – 100% complete.  City is still working to 
resolve some final contractual issues with contractor.



Project/Program Title: FY To Be 
Included In:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Making San Marino Better List: "Long Term Goals" 

City Wide Traffic Management Plan No action to date

City Wide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

Council has approved concept of a City Wide Bicycle 
Master Plan.  A contract was awarded to Ryan Snyder 
and Associates.  A draft plan was completed after a 
community meeting and it was presented to the 
Community and Traffic Commission on 5/19/14.  The 
meeting drew an estimated 175 people to the San 
Marino Center.  Of those in attendance, 21 people 
spoke in opposition of the plan, 11 in favor, and 2 
neutral.  One speaker also submitted a petition of 
approximately 50 names and addresses supporting the 
plan.  A variety of concerns were voiced.  Staff is 
continuing to work with the Traffic Commission, the 
new Traffic Engineer and the Community to develop a 
new Safe Routes to School version of bicycle / 
pedestrian plan more tailored to community needs 
and expectations.                                                                                    



Project/Program Title: FY To Be 
Included In:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Making San Marino Better List: "Long Term Goals" 

Housing Element Status Reports 9/26/2014 Planning & Building

Emergency Shelter Ordinance approved by Council on 
12/10/14.  Going back to Planning Commission for 
modifications.  City wide survey for possible second 
unit was inititate in November of 2014.  On Council 
agenda for 1/30/15.  Council being asked for direction 
on setbacks and garages.  Staff has contacted HCD and 
asked them to consider if newly discovered existing 
units could be counted.  This is being evlauated.  HCD 
did say that the moderate adjustment for kitchenettes 
would not be a sufficient modification.  Staff is 
involved in ongoing conversations with HCD about 
how our existing second units can be counted toward 
our housing element requirements.  

Project/Program Title: Date 
Requested:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Improve Parking at Lacy Park 9/27/2013 Administration

Concept has been developed for expansion of the 
Thurner House Parking Lot to add 25 spaces.  While 
the cost of this expansion is still not known, $100,000 
was placed in the 2014/2015 budget as a placeholder 
for this project. Architect's draft plan estimated cost at 
$404,995.  $100,000 budgeted diverted to Lacy Park 
restroom repair.  

Making San Marino Better List: "On Deck" Items



Project/Program Title: FY To Be 
Included In:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Making San Marino Better List: "Long Term Goals" 

Improve Parking at the Crowell Public 
Library 

9/27/2013 Administration

Teen Center portable building removed and during the 
summer additional parking will be added at this 
location. No additional parking will be added in the 
Library Parking Lot.  SMUSD paid $86K for parking lot 
rebuild.  City will gain 7 spaces in new shared parking 
agreement.  The Library Board of Trustees recently 
requested review/redo of the ADA ramp leading into 
the facility from the parking.  A new ramp was 
evaluated, but not included int he 15/16 budget. 

Increase Allowable Buildable Area on a Lot 9/27/2013 Planning & Building Presented to Council, no further action at this time.

Assess restrooms at Lacy Park 10/25/2013 Parks and Public Works

Funds budgeted in 14/15 budget.  Architect's estimate 
came back at $96,115 to rehabilitate older restroom 
and $172,728 to renovate the newer block restroom.  
$95,000 budgeted for both. $100,000 from parking lot 
being added to $95K.  Engineers have assessed what 
the roof of the larger restroom will support to improve 
the aesthetics.  Preliminary plans have been drawn.  
Plan being refined and prepared for bid.  Grant funds 
are being investigated.  Staff is currently moving 
toward an effort that would consolidate multiple Lacy 
Park projects into one construction period.  This would 
require the park to be closed during this period of 
intense construction.  Inner Loop completed.  Patrick's 
Tree underway.  Revised plan for Restrooms being 
developed.

Huntington and Sierra Madre Parklet 11/12/2014 City Manager

Council rejected second round of bids, however, 
authorized staff to look for other funding options and 
other bids.  Investigating other bids and more 
affordable options.  Still investigating.



Project/Program Title: FY To Be 
Included In:

Responsible 
Department: Status:

Making San Marino Better List: "Long Term Goals" 

Oleander Plague

Lacy Park Rose Arbor 10/30/2015 City Manager
01.29.2016



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNCIL – 
ANTICIPATED LITIGATION  
 

Significant exposure to Litigation Pursuant to 
Paragraph (2) of Subdivision (d) of Government Code 
Section 54956.9 – (1 Case) 
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